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What we did in Haiti, as you know, was not
to act on our own, although the United States
has in the 20th century acted on its own many
times in this hemisphere. We went to the
United Nations. We amassed an international
coalition that has 28 nations for the first phase
of this operation and then even more for the
second phase. And I think that’s the way we
ought to proceed.

It may be necessary for other nations with
military or other capacity to handle other prob-
lems or to at least take the lead on other prob-
lems in their areas. But when it is done, it
should be done within the framework of the
United Nations wherever possible and with re-
spect for territorial integrity. And I think we
are moving forward in that direction.

Press Secretary Myers. Last question.

ABM Treaty
Q. Based on the reports of the U.S. press

sources, the United States aimed at making ad-
ditions to the ABM Treaty which substantially
changes its content. Was this discussed at the

negotiations and talks? And what is your impres-
sion?

President Yeltsin. Well, apparently you didn’t
catch—I was reading so fast this list of mine,
you didn’t—I mentioned there the ABM. In
other words, we did discuss the ABM issue,
but there, taking into the account the profes-
sional difficulties, we handed that over to a joint
commission which is now working so that it can
make its recommendations. Right?

President Clinton. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 71st news conference
began at 3:45 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. President Yeltsin spoke in Russian, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter. In
his remarks, President Clinton referred to Prime
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin of Russia. H.R.
4624, the Departments of Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development, and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1995, ap-
proved September 28, was assigned Public Law
No. 103–327.

Remarks at a Reception for Business Leaders
September 28, 1994

Ladies and gentlemen, after about 2 days of
solid meetings, President Yeltsin and I are talked
out. [Laughter] But we’re delighted to see you.

We just came from our joint press conference
where President Yeltsin listed about 40 things,
or maybe 50, that we discussed. I never thought
I would see anyone exhaust the American press
corps, but he did it. [Laughter] So then I got
up to answer the first question, and I said, be-
fore any questions, I want you to know our
positions on items 13, 27, and 32. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, when I became Presi-
dent, I was absolutely convinced our country
had to redefine the role of its National Govern-
ment as we move toward the 21st century and
that one of the things we had to do is to move
away from the extreme views of Government
as a savior for all the problems of society on
the one hand or Government as sort of sitting
on the sidelines while history goes by on the
other. It was obvious to me that we needed
a new idea of partnerships between our National
Government—partnerships with other countries,

partnerships with the business community, part-
nerships with all ordinary Americans as they
seek to fulfill their dreams and their abilities.

This meeting represents two of those partner-
ships. I want to thank the Vice President for
the work he has done with Prime Minister
Chernomyrdin in cementing our partnership
with Russia on an economic basis and on a
scientific basis. And I want to thank Bob Strauss
and all the rest of you who have been a part
of our partnership between the American Gov-
ernment and the American business community
reaching out for new opportunities all around
the world.

The depth and the durability of the relation-
ship between the United States and Russia will
affect the future of every person in our two
countries and every person in the world over
the next 10 years. We have to make it right.
And one of the ways we can make it right is
by a deep economic partnership rooted in trade
and investment. We are committed to that. And
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I know you are committed to that. And I can
tell you that Boris Yeltsin is committed to that.

Let me close by thanking some of the people
who will turn our words into reality. Besides
the Vice President, as he has already noted,
the Secretary of Commerce, Ron Brown, the
head of our Export-Import Bank, Ken Brody,
Ruth Harkin, who runs OPIC for us. I thank
all of them. And I also thank Ambassador Tom
Pickering, who along with the Secretary of State
and so many others in the State Department
have totally changed the direction of our Amer-
ican diplomacy so that now the American State
Department is known all over the world as being

interested in doing business and helping Ameri-
cans do business, instead of being uninvolved.

I thank Secretary O’Leary and all the other
Cabinet members who have been to Russia. And
again, I close with pledging my full partnership
to you and to my friend Boris Yeltsin. Together,
we can make the future what it ought to be
for all our people.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
Atrium at the Corcoran Gallery of Art. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert Strauss, chairman,
U.S.-Russian Business Council.

Partnership for Economic Progress: Joint Statement on Principles and
Objectives for the Development of Trade, Economic Cooperation, and
Investment
September 28, 1994

The United States of America and the Russian
Federation,

Believing that strong economic ties and co-
operation can contribute significantly to the
building of strong, friendly relations and accel-
eration of the development of free markets, eco-
nomic growth and job creation in both countries,

Based on continuing progress by the Russian
Federation in steps to create a market economy
and more open commercial and investment envi-
ronment, including the necessary legal and fi-
nancial conditions,

Desiring to build a strategic economic part-
nership between the two countries and accel-
erate and give vibrancy to the efforts of their
private and commercial sectors to develop com-
mercial projects on the basis of trade, joint ven-
tures, and foreign direct investment,

Noting the positive trends and developments
in the legal, commercial, and financial frame-
works for bilateral trade, economic cooperation
and investment,

Positively assessing steps by the Russian Fed-
eration in creating a market economy, and by
the United States of America in extending tech-
nical assistance to support, on a bilateral and
multilateral basis, market reforms in the Russian
Federation and the development of bilateral
commercial relations,

Noting the complementarity of the American
and Russian economics for the development of
key economic sectors and the significant poten-
tial for development of mutually beneficial com-
mercial ventures between the two countries,

Reaffirming their commitment to the pur-
poses and principles of the Charter for Amer-
ican-Russian Partnership and Friendship of June
17, 1992, and the principles of the Vancouver
(April 1993) and Moscow (January 1994) Dec-
larations by the presidents of both countries,

Noting the important role of the joint Com-
mission for Economic and Technological Co-
operation in creating the conditions for strength-
ening U.S.-Russian economic cooperation,

Have adopted the following Principles and
Objectives for the development of trade, eco-
nomic cooperation and investment relations:

Trade
The United States of America and the Russian

Federation seek to establish a normal trade rela-
tionship as quickly as feasible, to support a rapid
increase in bilateral commerce. Great value is
placed on the Agreement on Trade Relations
in force between the United States of America
and the Russian Federation and both countries
are committed to carry out fully the provisions
of this Agreement.
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